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Foreign fleet continues shark finning 
by resorting to new tricks

The Taiwanese foreign fleet has figured out ways to continue with the landing 
and trafficking of shark fins in Puntarenas by resorting to new tricks it was 
obligated to come up with, after the mandate to land all of their fisheries products 
at the public dock in Barrio El Carmen as of December 1, 2010.  Currently, shark 
fins are transshipped, from Nicaragua by land, or landed attached to spines.

Transshipping consists of the transfer of illegal products from one vessel 
to the other on the  high seas to avoid customs inspections back at port.  
Last March 3, the Belize flagged Taiwanese vessel Hung Chi Fu 12 was 
caught red-handed landing 2,000 kilos of sharks without fins, which 
had obviously been transshipped and landed at another destination.  
Furthermore, last May 19 the Taiwanese vessel Wan Jia Men refused to 
land its products at the public dock in Puntarenas, the captain alleging 
he preferred to land his cargo in El Salvador.  Five days later the vessel 
returned to land at the public dock never having left Costa Rica’s Exclusive 
Economic Zone, and thus confirming another case of transshipment.

The foreign fleet also resorts to Nicaraguan ports, where it lands shark fins 
and then proceeds to export import them by land to Costa Rica.  In fact, since 
December 1 of 2010, Costa Rica has imported more than 1,600 kilos of shark 
fins from Nicaragua and more than 13,000 kilos of frozen “sharks and fins,”

CAFTA investigates 
Costa Rica for failing 

to protect turtles
The Secretariat for Environmental 
Matters (SEM) of the Central America-
Dominican Republic-United States 
Free Trade Agreement (CAFTA-
DR) with headquarters in Antigua, 
Guatemala, formally admitted a Citizen 
Communication (CC) submitted by 
Pretoma, in which Costa Rica is denounced 
for failing to effectively implement its 
environmental legislation to protect the 
marine environment from the damaging 
effects caused by its shrimp trawl fleet.  
Denouncement specifics included:

- Impunity for the offenders of legislation 
that protects sea turtles from drowning in 
shrimp trawl nets.

- Impunity for the offenders of legislation 
that bans shrimp trawlers from operating 
in marine protected areas.

- Impunity for the offenders of legislation 
that mandates shrimp trawlers to direct 
fishing effort on shrimp, and not on species 
of by-catch.

Continued on page 2 Continued on page 6

Other News:

Taiwanese vessel Hung Chi Fu 69 landing shark 
fins in San Juan del Sur, Nicaragua.

Costa Rican trucks load the fins to import them 
via land to Costa Rica.
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- Creation of Sea Mounts Marine 
Management Area celebrated.............pg. 3
- First Sustainable Fishery Pre-certification 
in Costa Rica........................................pg. 4
- Presidential Marine Commission will 
investigate marine institutions...........pg. 5
- SETENA says “NO” to Tuna Farms of 
Golfito S.A............................................pg. 6
- Sea turtle migrations at Cocos 
Island....................................................pg. 7
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“From the President”
Shark Finning and Free TradeB

After the call by thousands of Costa Ricans who cried out to ban the 
importation of shark fins, we managed to hold three meetings with 
Environment Minister René Castro and representatives from other sectors, 
in an effort to forge an Executive Decree banning shark fin imports.  While 
some of us are calling for a strict and immediate ban on any sort of shark 
fin imports, Minister Castro has explained to us that according to certain 
official entities consulted, such a ban would be nothing else than a free trade 
barrier, which could even lead to the imposition of economic sanctions 
against Costa Rica on behalf of the World Trade Organization (WTO) 

Should we really fear the WTO?  Of course not!  As it turns out, the WTO 
acknowledges a country’s right to impose restrictions of an environmental 
nature on imports, provided they are fair and do not benefit a domestic 
industry.  In compliance with these conditions, Pretoma proposes to ban the 
importation of shark fins by land, as long as they aren’t naturally attached 
to the shark’s body.  All national fishers and foreign fleets that land in 
our country must comply with this measure, because of which it can’t be 
considered arbitrary, and if anything at all, its fair for the national fishing 
industry.

When the government of the USA imposed the 1991 embargo on shrimp 
imports proceeding from countries that don’t protect sea turtles from 
drowning during shrimp trawl operations, some countries found this to 
be a barrier to free trade and brought the case before the WTO.  The USA 
prevailed in this case, as it demands the same to the shrimp trawl fleets 
of foreign nations as it does to its own domestic shrimp trawl fleet:  the 
use of the Turtle Excluder Device.  The difference is that the USA had the 
conviction that it should and MUST do it, because of its responsibility in 
the global killing of hundreds of thousands of sea turtles due to its insatiable 
demand for imported shrimp.

Similarly, Costa Rica has been directly responsible for the overfishing and 
the global depletion of sharks by allowing and encouraging a prosperous 
shark fin industry in Puntarenas.  It’s time that we change and take a 
proactive approach to conservation.  Express your indignation to President 
Chinchilla about the importation of shark fins from Nicaragua, and tell 
her that she must immediately ban the importation of shark fins…without 
fearing the WTO.

The latest trick is the landing of fins 
attached…but to spines!  On September 
2, 2011, the Belice flagged Taiwanese 
vessel Wan Jia Men 89 landed 1,000 kilos 
of shark fins attached to shark spines, 
or backbones, in clear violation of the 
Fisheries Law that mandates shark fins 
to be attached to the body.  During the 
first week of October, the Wan Jia Men 
88 landed a similar cargo in Puntarenas.  
In the first case, the “partial” landing 
of legal products was permitted while 
the fins and backbones were ordered 
to be destroyed without any legal 
consequences for those responsible.  
The second case is currently under 
investigation by the district attorney 
of Puntarenas.  According to public 
prosecutor Tatiana Chaves, this could 
be a case of possession, transport, and 
storage of illegal products, but “it’s a new 
case without any existing jurisprudence 
and therefore under investigation and 
the vessel remains detained.”

Despite the legal obstacles, for the 
president of Pretoma, Randall Arauz, 
the anti finning and shark overfishing 
campaign is on the right track.  “Now it 
is necessary that the coast guard perform 
at-sea inspections of these foreign 
vessels, and that the Environment 
Ministry ban both the importation 
of shark fins and the landing of fins 
attached to spines” explained Arauz. 
“Furthermore, it is necessary that the 
State use the several international 
conventions it has signed, such as the 
Convention on International Trade of 
Endangered Species (Cites) and the 
Convention on Migratory Species 
(CMS) to foster greater protection for 
sharks in the region, and more important 
yet, promote the celebration of a highly 
participatory national forum to discuss 
the national convenience of allowing 
the presence of the foreign shark finning 
fleet in the country.

_______________________
Randall Arauz. President

Foreign fleet uses new 
tricks to continue finning

Continued from page 1
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National Members Committee of the International 
Union for the Conservation of Nature (NMCIUCN) 

celebrates the creation of the 
Seamounts Marine Management Area

The Legislative Assembly’s Permanent Special 
Environment Commission voted in favor of a 
bill to exonerate Pretoma from paying taxes, as 
an acknowledgement of the organizations hard 
work in favor of the conservation of marine 
protected species (file # 17504).  Of the 7 
deputies present during Ordinary Session #17 
last October 13, only Deputy Ernesto Charvarría 
Ruíz (ML) opposed the bill.  If the bill is 
approved by an upcoming plenary vote, Pretoma 
could acquire assets such as vehicles, boats, 
outboard motors and diving equipment, exempt 
from paying taxes for 10 years.  Pretoma deeply 
thanks former Deputy Maureen Ballestero (LN) 
who presented the bill in September of 2009.  
Also, we would like to thank all members of the 
Permanent Special Environment Commission, 
especially Deputy José María Villalta (FA) 
who defended us against the unfounded attacks 
launched by Deputy Chavarría.

Heading towards the IUCN World 
Conservation Congress 2012, 

South Corea

The VIII Mesoamerican Regional Forum was 
held last October in the Dominican Republic 
as part of the preparations for the next IUCN 
World Conservation Congress, to take place next 
September 6 – 15, 2012 in Jeju, South Korea. 
Participants made contributions and observations 
to the IUCN’s Global Program 2013-2016.  In 
addition, new members were elected to the 
Mesoamerican Committee, with Antonio Ruiz 
of Fundación Del Río, Nicaragua, elected as 
President.  Pretoma is pushing three resolutions 
for the World Congress, one on hammerhead 
shark conservation, another on leatherback sea 
turtle conservation, and a final one on Flags of 
Convenience.

“Pretoma Law” 
Almost a Reality

News Shorts

Participants of the UICN’s VIII Mesoamerican Regional 
Forum in the Dominican Republic, October 5 – 7, 2011.

Seamounts Marine Management Area

Extends protection for highly migratory 
endangered species around Cocos Island

Last June 23, 2011, the NMCIUCN celebrated the establishment of the Seamounts 
Marine Management Area (Executive Decree No. 36 452-Minaet) – the first of this 
special kind of management category (Biodiversity Law of 2008, # 34433-Minaet).  
It covers 9,640 km2 of marine territory surrounding the current 12 mile fishing 
exclusion zone of Cocos Island Marine National Park.  The creation of this Marine 
Management Area increases the percentage of Costa Rica’s territorial waters that 
enjoys official protection under some sort of management category from 0.79% to 
2.42%.

The name describes the official intention to protect various marine ecosystems 
beyond the current 12 mile fisheries exclusion zone, in particular the seamounts 
where deep coral formations occur as well as aggregation sites (for resting, 
reproduction, cleaning, feeding) of highly migratory pelagic species, such as 
whales, turtles, rays, billfish (marlin and sailfish), sharks and tuna.  The uniqueness 
of this new category is that the sustainable use of fishery resources is allowed.  
A fisheries management plan is estimated to be ready within a year, which will 
indicate exactly how the national fleet will be allowed to operate in this area and 
what resources are needed for its effective management.  The use of tuna purse 
seine nets by foreign fleets has already been banned, as well as activities relating to 
oil exploration and exploitation. 

As a member organization of the NMCIUCN, for Pretoma the Seamounts Marine 
Management Area is consistent with marine conservation priorities established 
by the global IUCN membership during the last World Conservation Congress in 
Barcelona, Spain 2008.  Evidence of this is Recommendation 4111 adopted by the 
plenary, which calls for the implementation of controls and management measures 
over fishing effort in the Eastern Tropical Pacific so as to provide greater protection 
to hammerhead sharks and leatherback turtles, including the creation of Marine 
Protected Areas.

The National Members Committee of IUCN consists of 18 NGO’s and governmental 
entities, and coordinates its work through the creation of alliances that promote the 
responsible management of natural resources.  Its main goal is to foster discussions 
among multiple social actors and establish processes for efficient political advocacy 
on environmental issues.
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First Sustainable Fishery 
Pre-certification of Central America

Bottom longline spotted snapper fishery

Sustainable fishing project receives 
international recognition

As part of the process to eventually receive a sustainable 
fishery certification from the Marine Stewardship Council 
(MCS), the sustainable spotted snapper (Lutjanus 
guttatus) project of Coyote and Bejuco was audited 
last May by Adrienne Vincent, from the accredited 
international certifier Scientific Certification Systems 
(SCS).

A sustainable fisheries certification depends on three 
principles: the fishery does not lead to the over-
exploitation of targeted species nor to the deterioration 
of ecosystem functioning, and that mechanisms exist to 
ensure that the fishery is effectively managed.

Since 2007 Pretoma has conducted fisheries research 
in close collaboration with the Association of Coyote 
Fishers (Aspecoy) and the Association of Bejuco Fishers 
(Asobejuco).  The pre-certification determined that the 
information regarding spotted snapper extraction is 
satisfactory, but that more data is needed regarding the 
environmental impact of bottom longlining, as well as 
the need to define the fishery’s legal framework for its 
effective management.

Pretoma will now perform fisheries studies on other 
secondary commercial species in the fishery, as well 
as the ecology of the surrounding rocky reefs and their 
importance as essential habitat for commercial and 
endangered species.

With respect to the effective management of the fishery, it 
must be mentioned that Bejuco and Coyote fishers operate 
within the waters of two Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) 
where the Environment Ministry forbids any sort of 
destructive fishing practices.  However, locked between 
these two MPAs remains an unprotected “triangle” where 
these artisanal fishers hold most of their fishing effort, and 
where shrimp trawlers illegally target spotted snappers.  
In order to obtain a sustainable fishery certification in 
the future, this area will eventually need to be assigned a 
management category, an initiative currently undertaken 
by these fishers before the authorities.

Pretoma will continue this long and complex process, 
and plans to apply for a sustainable fisheries certification 
in late 2012.  If successful, the spotted snapper fishery of 
Bejuco and Coyote could be the first fishery of Central 
America and the Caribbean to obtain an internationally 
recognized sustainable fisheries certification.

Pretoma’s project titled “Creating economic alliances 
between artisanal fishers and tourism operators” won 
the prestigious international Ashoka Changemakers / 
National Geographic 2010 Geotourism Competition, and 
was selected as a finalist for the 2011 Savannah Ocean 
Exchange’s Gulfstream Navigator Award.

250 projects from 54 countries participated in the Ashoka 
/ National Geographic competition.  Following a rigorous 
selection process conducted by a committee of international 
scientists, policy advisers and economists, including 
National Geographic Society Explorer Sylvia Earle and 
General Director of the IUCN Julia Marton-Lefevre, the 
project was selected as a finalist and was eventually elected 
by the general public as one of the three winners.

“This project is developing initiatives to protect coastal 
resources through economic development,” said Andy 
Bystrom, project designer.  “Because of this, we expect 
that the higher profits through direct sales of sustainably 
caught snapper to local hotels will translate into the 
necessary incentive for these fishers to mind and care 
for the sustainable management of fishery resources for 
future generations,” noted Bystrom during the Savannah 
Ocean Exchange event, held last September in Savannah, 
Georgia.

“This recognition is a great motivation for the fisher folk of 
Bejuco and Coyote,” said a thrilled Erick López, a resident 
of Coyote and Pretoma consultant.  “These awards not 
only reinforce the image of the fishers, they also facilitate 
the participation of private enterprises in this process 
by providing security and confidence in local fisheries 
products, captured following the principles of sustainable 
fisheries.”

Location of fishing communities in Coyote and Bejuco, 
existing MPAs, and planned MPA.

Sustainable Fishery Team: Back row: Ronald Rojas. Standing: Ricardo 
Campos (Caco), Amado Quirós, Andy Bystrom, Randall Arauz, Jeffry 

Madrigal.  Bottom row: Erick López, Allan Bolaños.
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Over 5,000 petitions from Costa 
Ricans citizens and over 800 
signatures from citizens of 39 
countries, including 380  Taiwanese 
citizens, have been delivered to 
President Chinchilla, calling on 
her to ban the importation of shark 
fins.  The importation of shark 
fins from Nicaragua is a mockery 
of Costa Rican legislation, and it 
undermines the credibility of the 
Executive Branch in its many 
other efforts to improve national 
marine conservation.  Support 
this campaign!  Cut out the letter 
on page 12 and fax it to President 
Chinchilla.

During the last Conference of the 
Convention on International Trade in 
Endangered Species (Cites) in Doha, 
Qatar in 2010, the hammerhead 
shark (Sphyrna lewini) was almost 
included in Appendix II, which 
would have limited its international 
commerce.  Unfortunately, the vote 
must be won by a 2/3 majority, and 
was lost by 5 votes, with Guatemala 
and Mexico abstaining.  The next 
CITES meeting will be held in 
March 2013 in Thailand.  Currently, 
Pretoma and other NGOs are working 
with the Environment Ministry to 
ensure that next time hammerhead 
sharks will enjoy the protection that 
this international instrument can 
provide.

News Shorts
Campaign against shark 

fin imports

Hammerhead sharks going 
to CITES… again

Caught “egg handed”

President Chinchilla forms Commission to 
investigate marine institutions

Environmental Minister René Castro, international model 
Leonora Jiménez, President Laura Chinchilla, artisanal fisher 

David Chacón, biologist Randall Arauz, 
and biologist Andres Jiménez.

Pretoma volunteer Andres Vindas, displays 
the decommissioned sea turtles eggs,

 accompanied by a Police Officer.   

Seven arrests and the confiscation 
of nearly 5,000 sea turtle eggs, has 
been the result of several joint sting 
operations between the San Francisco de 
Coyote and Islita Police Delegations of 
Nandayure, and officers from Incopesca, 
the Environment Ministry, and the Coast 
Guard based in Flamingo.  As of last 
August 20th, five sting operations were 
conducted in the beaches of Camaronal, 
Corozalito, Coyote and Pilas.  These 
operations respond to the demands 
of the residents of Corozalito, Pilas, 
Bejuco, San Miguel and Costa de Oro, 
concerned over the excessive poaching 
of turtle eggs for commercialization.

“Not only are they hurting nature, they are also stealing from 
communities that want a sustainable development for the benefit of 
future generations,” regretted Pretoma consultant Sandra Viejobueno.  
“We appreciate the unconditional and solid support of the Police, and 
we make this call to the civil society for no one to purchase turtle eggs.”

Environmental Fair, Paseo Colón, 5th of June.
Launching of campaign against the importation 

of shark fins

President Chinchilla agreed 
to form a commission to 
investigate the country’s marine 
institutions and recommend 
her on pertinent reforms to 
national fisheries policy.  The 
Presidential commitment 
is the result of a meeting 
held last November 3, when 
Randall Arauz, international 
model Leonora Jiménez, 
biologist Andrés Jiménez, and 
artisanal fisher David Chacón 
from Tárcoles, met with the 
President to discuss national 
marine conservation policy

As a curious note, this meeting was arranged through a communication 
on “Twitter” between President Chinchilla and model Leonora Jimenez.  
Furthermore, the President proudly showed us a collection of 100 signatures 
in support of the campaign to ban the importation of shark fins that her son 
Jose Maria gathered among his classmates from Blue Valley School.
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CAFTA investigates Costa Rica for failing to protect 
turtles  (Continued from page 1 )

Under the agreement, any person or entity from a party (country)
has the faculty to communicate to the Secretariat omissions in which 
any party incurs in the compliance of its own environmental legislation.
As the Secretariat has already accepted the CC submitted by 
Pretoma, now it’s the Environment Ministry’s and the Foreign Trade 
Ministry’s (Comex) turn to respond.  Given the case, the Secretariat 
may recommend that the Environmental Affairs Council (constituted 
by Ministries from the seven countries that conform CAFTA-
DR) elaborate a report to determine whether or not the country 
has been lax in applying its own environmental law, and provide 
specific recommendations to rectify the situation if that’s the case.

Comex Minister Anabel González dismissed the importance of the 
case in CAFTA-DR, stressing that the Secretariat can’t impose any 
penalties other than of moral nature (La Nación, September 7, 2011, 
pg. 28A).  Nonetheless, attorney Jorge Cabrera Medaglia clarified 
that this case could be used as an additional element to initiate a 
process of dispute settlements between nations, which could in fact 
lead to an arbitration process, fines, and ultimately the imposition 
of trade sanctions (La Nación, 14th of October 2011, pg. 42A).

“There are laws that not only demand the use of more selective fishery 
technologies, but also that determine where the shrimp fleet may or 
may not operate, and that limits their fishing effort to the targeting of 
shrimp, but the fisheries authorities ignore” denounced Randall Arauz.

Last November 7 of 2011, Costa Rica’s Environmental Secretariat 
(SETENA) stated it would no longer consider Tuna Farms of Golfito 
S.A’s petition to construct a yellow fin tuna aquaculture project, or 
tuna farm, at the mouth of the Golfo Dulce, putting an end to a 7 
year public campaign to stop it.  The tuna farm project intended to 
construct a series of tuna cages that would have been 7 km long 
by 1.5 km wide, only 1 km off the coast from Punta Banco Beach.  
The structure would have not only threatened the sea turtles that 
nest there, but also the ecological integrity of the Golfo Dulce, 
due to the generation of enormous quantities of metabolic waste.

“Many people have worked very hard to stop the tuna farms: Golfo 
Dulce residents, the No Tuna Farms Association (ANAGA) from 
Pavones, surfers, lawyers, hoteliers, and lots more” said Andy Bystrom, 
Pretoma consultant.  “On behalf of all of them, we applaud the decision 
taken by SETENA to prevent this fatal project from being established.”

We must warn our readers, however, that the threat of building tuna 
farms in this region has not disappeared.  It is common knowledge that 
Chinese businessmen have already hired national consultants to resurrect 
the project, under the blessing of the Free Trade Agreement with China.

If there was a competition to make a mockery of 
our fishery and marine conservation laws, then the 
prize would definitely go to the shrimp trawl vessel 
“Sonia J”.  It was caught on March 8th of 2005 while 
operating with its Turtle Excluder Devices (TEDs) 
sewn shut, but on May 9 of 2009 Incopesca dismissed 
the case.  Moreover, “Sonia J” has been denounced 
for illegally operating in the Marine Protected Areas 
of the Caletas-Arío National Wildlife Refuge (April 
17, 2009), the Ostional National Wildlife Refuge 
(February 3, 2011), and the Guanacaste Marine 
National Park (August 25, 2010).  As of today, “Sonia 
J” continues to operate with impunity, killing sea 
turtles while compromising the sustainability of our 
coastal ecosystems.

Pretoma elected member of 
the Cocos Island Regional 
Marine Conservation Area 

Council (Coracmic)
Pretoma recently strengthened its capacity to influence 
political processes in favor of highly migratory species, 
when it was elected on August 12th of 2010 as member 
of the Board of Directors of the Cocos Island Regional 
Marine Conservation Area Council.  The National Sys-
tem of Conservation Areas (Sinac) encourages civil par-
ticipation in the planning and management of protected 
areas through Regional Councils consisting of civil so-
ciety organizations, interested communities, municipal 
authorities and public institutions present in particu-
lar areas.  Other member organizations of Coracmic’s 
Board of Directors include the National Coast Guard 
Service (SNG),  the Costa Rican Electrical Institute 
(ICE), Conservation International (CI), and the Friends 
of Cocos Island Foundation (Faico).

News Shorts

“Sonia J,” caught on video while fishing illegally 
within the limits of the Caletas-Arío National 

Wildlife Refuge, April 17, 2009.

The Greatest Pirate 
of them all

Environmental Secretariat of the Ministry 
of Environment files project to develop

Tuna Farms of Golfito S.A.
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A hawksbill turtle equipped with a satellite 
transmitter in Cocos Island.

Alex Hearn of UC Davis, implants an acoustic 
transmitter into a tiger shark.

As of March of 2009, Pretoma expanded its research 
in Cocos Island to include sea turtles.  Since then, 
6 expeditions to the island have been carried out, 
during which 80 green turtles and 3 hawksbill turtles 
were captured.  All turtles are measured, weighed, 
photographed, and tagged in the fore flippers with 
metal tags.  With the aim of studying their migratory 
behavior, seventeen turtles (16 green turtles and 1 
hawksbill) have been tagged with acoustic transmitters 
and eleven turtles (10 green turtles and 1 hawksbill) 
with satellite transmitters.

Preliminary results show that Cocos Island provides 
developmental habitat for juvenile green and hawksbill 
turtles.  These turtles reside temporally in Cocos Island 
until they reach sexual maturity.  Daily behavior 
patterns indicate constant movements of juvenile green 
turtles outside the island’s 12 mile no fishing zone 
radius.  Cocos Island also provides shelter for resting 
adult green turtles, which after a short visit migrate to 
the coast of Central America following the submerged 
Cocos Mountain range.

“Our research suggests that the no-fishing zone isn’t 
large enough to completely protect this juvenile 
population of green turtles, because of which effective 
conservation policy in the new Seamounts Marine 
Management Area must be established,” said Randall 
Arauz, director of the project.  “Furthermore, the 
protection of adult green sea turtles as they migrate 
along the submerged Cocos Mountain Range must be 
strengthened, as this migratory route is also used by 
other endangered species, such as  leatherback turtles 
and hammerhead sharks”, added Arauz.

- In 2011 we started a joint project in collaboration 
with the University of California at Davis and Fischer 
Productions to expand our hammerhead shark migration 
studies to include tiger sharks (Galeocerdo cuovier) and 
silky sharks (Carcharhinus falciformis).  A documentary 
regarding these activities will air in July of 2012 as part 
of the program “Shark Men” of the National Geographic 
Channel.
- In February and March of 2011 we collaborated 
with the research vessel “Sirenuse”, through a contact 
established by Enric Sala from National Geographic.  
“Sirenuse” assisted us during two Turtle And Shark Tagging 
Expeditions to Cocos Island, and during another expedition 
to the coast of Guanacaste between Cabo Blanco and Punta 
Bejuco.  During our March expedition to Cocos Island 
we were accompanied by Andrés Barquero of Fundación 
Equilibrio Azul, Ecuador.
- During two expeditions to Cocos Island we have 
been  accompanied by Diego Amorocho from the Research 
Center for Environmental Management and Development 
(Cimad), Colombia. Diego is leading similar research with 
green and hawksbill turtles in Gorgona Island, and we are 
sharing acoustic monitoring equipment with his program to 
expand our international network of acoustic receptors.

Cocos Island research now 
includes sea turtles

International collaboration for the 
study of migratory sharks 

and sea turtles
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Wilson Reyes was just a teenager when we visited 
San Miguel Beach in Nandayure, Guanacaste for the 
first time back in 1997.  We had been invited to visit 
the site by Rufino Quirós, who acting on behalf of 
the community asked Pretoma for help to protect the 
turtles that nest there.  Back then Pretoma was a very 
young organization, just like Wilson, who has since 
stood out in the community for being a true steward in 
defense of sea turtles.

For the last 14 years Wilson has patrolled San Miguel 
Beach nearly every night through July and December, 
even under the most extreme weather conditions, in 
search of sea turtles.  Wilson identifies the turtles he 
finds by species, tags them with external metallic tags, 
measures them, and records the location of the nests 
on the beach, whilst counting the number of eggs 
laid per clutch. Afterwards, he transports the nests 
to a hatchery to protect them from poachers, illegal 
traffickers of turtle eggs.  He coordinates his work with 
interns from the research project and volunteers.  For 
the last 8 years now he has been accompanied in his 
duties by his younger brother Alfredo.  Wilson holds 
the record for the person who has patrolled a nesting 
beach for the longest period of uninterrupted time at 
any of our project sites.

Wilson is a true model for the members of his 
community, fully dedicated to the conservation of sea 
turtles, clearly demonstrating that members of coastal 
communities can be the best allies in the struggle to 
protect the environment.  We want to hereby thank him 
for his unconditional commitment to the protection of 
sea turtles.

Pretoma facilitates thesis 
opportunities for young researchers

Pretoma is in the capacity of facilitating the field con-
ditions for students to do graduate level research at 
any of our project sites.  These are a few of them:

Ilena Zanela.   2008.  Caracterización de la pesca y 
algunos aspectos sobre la reproducción, alimentación 
y distribución del tiburón martillo Sphyrna lewini,
Sphyrnidae, en el Pacífico de Costa Rica.  MSc Con-
servación y Manejo de Vida Silvestre.  Universidad 
Nacional, Costa Rica. 

Lourdes Amador.  2009.  Descripción y análisis de 
la pesca artesanal de la raya látigo Dasyatis longa 
(Dasyatidae) en Tárcoles, Puntarenas, Pacífico de 
Costa Rica.  Lic. Biología con Énfasis en Manejo de 
Recursos Marinos y Dulceacuícolas.  Universidad Na-
cional, Costa Rica

Javier Carrión.  2010.  Área de actividad local, dieta, 
e intensidad de uso del hábitat de forrajeo de la tortuga 
carey (Eretmochelys imbricata) en el Pacífico norte de 
Costa Rica.  MSc Ciencias Marinas y Costeras.  Uni-
versidad Autónoma de Baja California Sur, México.

Esteban Acevedo.  2010.  Spatial ecology of the round 
dwarf stingray Urotrygon nana, in the Gulf of Nicoya, 
Costa Rica.  MSc Aquatic Tropical Biology.  Univer-
sity of Bremen, Germany.

Carlos  Canales.  2011.  Caracterización de la dieta 
y rango de hogar en ejemplares juveniles de la tor-
tuga Carey, Eretmochelys imbricata (Linnaeus, 1766), 
en el área de Alimentación, Punta Coyote, Península 
Nicoya, Costa Rica. MSc Biología Marina.  Universi-
dad Andrés Bello, Chile.

This year we will have the chance to facilitate at least 
two more thesis projects.  Let us know if you are inte-
rested. Info@pretoma.org

Spotlight on a Marine 
Conservationist

Caring for the ocean and conserving Costa 
Rica’s natural resources is not something just 

biologists and environmentalists do.

Wilson Reyes, ready to patrol San Miguel Beach 
in search of nesting sea turtles.

Javier Carrión, on-board the “Chelonia”; Pretoma’s 
vessel headquartered in Punta Coyote.
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Legislative Assembly Deputy Agnes Gómez Franceschi
For promoting irresponsible fisheries in National Parks.
On July 7th the Legislative Assembly’s Puntarenas Affairs Commission 
unanimously approved bill No. 17715, promoted by Deputy Agnes 
Gomez (LN), the purpose of which is to allow fishing activities in 
National Parks.  She says her project is “the real option for small fishers 
and coastal communities.” SLAP…!

If Deputy Gómez really wants to help the artisanal fishing sector, she 
should promote the prohibition of shrimp trawl fishing and the creation 
of more marine protected areas outside national parks, where artisanal 
fisher folk participate directly in the establishment of sustainable fisheries 
policies.  Who does Deputy Gómez really want to help anyway?

Legislative Assembly Deputy Alfonso Perez
For questioning the battle against shark finning.
During the Legislative Assembly’s Environmental Commission’s session 
last July 21st, Deputy Alfonso Perez (LN) ranted against Pretoma for 
being a “very large foundation that handles millionaire donations for anti-
finning campaigns, a cause that doesn’t even exist, without providing 
accountable records or reports”.  SLAP…!

Deputy Perez must be the only Costa Rican who denies that shark finning 
is ocurring...except senior officers of Incopesca, of course.  Pretoma is 
accountable to its sponsors and the required official agencies, but the real 
issue here is shark finning and foreign fleets.  Why does Deputy Perez 
defend them so much?

Judge Rosa Cortes
For facilitating shark finning to the foreign fleet.
Last February 4th, Judge Rosa Cortés of the Administrative Court of 
Appeals issued a precautionary measure that allowed foreign fleets to 
continue using their own private docks, “so as to not affect their interests”, 
contrary to the mandate of using only the public dock in Puntarenas as of 
December 1, 2010.  SLAP...!

An immediate request was made to revoke the injunction, which was 
achieved last February 25th, after three days of hearings, this time with 
a different Judge.  Representatives from Wang Seafood and El Pescador 
unsuccessfully tried to convince the Court to allow them to continue 
using their own private docks.  If they aren’t shark finning, what’s their 
problem with using the public dock?

Fin and Flipper Slaps!ALETAZOS

New hook to mitigate the 
impact of longline fisheries 

on sea turtles

In a collaborative effort, fisheries technicians 
from Pretoma and the Joint Institute for Marine 
Research of the University of Hawaii (UH) 
and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) have developed a 
promising new hook to mitigate the impact 
of longline fishing on sea turtles.  Pretoma’s 
research shows that Costa Rica has the highest 
global catch rate of sea turtles in longline 
fisheries.  “The main problem arises when the 
fishers remove the hook from a turtle, as the 
process may cause very serious and even fatal 
injuries,” said Alan Bolaños, Pretoma’s fisheries 
consultant.  “A protocol must be followed to lift 
and deck the turtle to remove the hook by means 
of special equipment,” added Bolaños.

The original idea to design a hook that facilitates 
the release of turtles was contrived by Wilber 
Acosta, a fisherman from Golfito.  The design 
was improved upon until achieving what is now 
known as the “Release” hook, which possesses 
a release mechanism that allows for the easier 
release of turtles without the need of decking 
them.  Three expeditions onboard commercial 
fishing vessels have been conducted with 
excellent results: the capture of commercial 
species wasn’t affected and 100% of the turtles 
were successfully released.  If you are a fisher 
and want to contribute with this research, please 
contact us at info@pretoma.org.

The Release Hook possesses a self-rotating 
mechanism that facilitates release of turtles.
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Fidel Gamboa (1961-2011)
Music for conservation

“ExAnima” uses black light technique 
to captivate the public

A diver discovers the undersea wonders of Cocos Island, 
and decides to take action to protect them.

Sinkey Boone (1937 - 2010)
Illustrious Fisherman

A diver discovers the undersea wonders of Cocos Island, and decides to 
take action to protect them.

Sinkey Boone at his workshop in Darien Georgia, 
his ingenuity and simplicity made him highly 

respected among his fellow fishers.

Costa Rican musician, born in 
Nicoya, founder of the band 
Malpais in 1998, and winner 
of the Aquileo Echeverría 
National Award in 1996, Costa 
Rica’s highest cultural award.  
He studied Art History at the 
University of Havana, Cuba, 
and taught music at the National 
University.  For two decades 
he toured several countries 
doing concerts along with 
Argentinean singer-songwriter 
Adrián Goizueta and his 
Experimental Music Band.  He 
strongly supported Pretoma’s 

campaigns, and even donated the musical arrangements for 
international award winning educational videos made by 
Pretoma on the problems faced by sharks, turtles and other 
marine wildlife.  He unconditionally offered his platform 
to reach as many people as possible to seek more efficient 
marine conservation policies.

Thank you Fidel! He passed on September 28, 2011.
.

Shrimp fisherman from 
Georgia, USA, and  inventor 
of the Turtle Excluder 
Device (TED) in 1969.  
Sinkey preferred to call 
his invention the “Georgia 
Jumper” and promoted it as 
a device that improves the 
performance of shrimp trawl 
operations.  He worked 
closely with Pretoma since 
1997, and visited Costa Rica 
on three occasions between 2000 and 2003, to work with 
the national fisheries sector on technology transfer projects.  
Sinkey was a true example of how the fishing industry can 
work hand in hand with the environmental sector for the 
benefit of marine resources. Thanks to him, every year, 
hundreds of thousands of sea turtles are saved around the 
world.  Farewell old fisherman and friend! We´re going to 
miss you!  He passed on September 1, 2010.
 

In memoriam

The struggle to save sharks arrived to different remote coastal 
communities of the country, delivered in an artistic dance 
performance rarely seen in Costa Rica.  Music, dance, lights 
and phosphorescent costumes gave life to “Shark Smile”, a 
black light theater piece that denounces shark finning and 
promotes the protection of Costa Rica’s marine resources.

The production was a joint effort between SharkProject.
org of Germany, Pretoma, and the national dance group 
Ex-Anima.  Sea turtles, clams, sharks, and crabs are among 
the protagonists that brought this innovative Costa Rican 
performance to life.

These performances allow for the building of public 
awareness on the importance of protecting marine species.  
It is a purposeful piece, which shows what can be achieved 
towards the protection of our marine resources if we take 
the appropriate measures.

The “Shark Smile” tour visited several communities during 
the month of July, including San Jose, San Francisco de 
Coyote, Playa del Coco, and Golfito, where local folk 
were delighted with the free performances.  The series of 
presentations culminated at the National Center of Culture 
in San Jose (CENAC), where the stage transformed into a 
magical undersea world.

“The coastal community folk reacted very positively to 
the piece,” explained Ana María Moreno, Co-Director of 
ExAnima.  “We have received many petitions for us to 
perform in other coastal and urban communities, marine 
conservation is evidently an issue that concerns Costa 
Ricans,” said a thoughtful Moreno.

For more than 20 years Fidel enthralled Costa 
Ricans with his concerts
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How you can help

Other ways to help:

Satellite and Acoustic Tag Adoption:
These adoptions allow individuals, companies, schools and 
colleges to feel more identified with the animals they adopt 
(either turtles or sharks), as they can track their migrations via 
the Internet and learn more directly about their everyday threats.  
Depending on the tracking method used, adoptions range from 
$500 to $3,500 (satellite tracking devices are pretty expensive!).

Adopt a Turtle:
For $50 you can adopt a sea turtle tagged with an external metal 
tag at one of our sea turtle conservation projects.  We will provide 
you with your turtle’s tag number and will keep you informed 
whenever it’s sighted again.

Participate as a Volunteer:You can directly help us in the field 
by participating in our volunteer program.  The volunteer program 
generates funds for our sea turtle nesting beach conservation 
projects.

Do an Internship: Do you want to work for 6 months as a 
coordinator at one of our nesting beach project sites and gain 
professional research experience?  Are you doing a thesis and 
need a theme?  Do not hesitate to contact us.  In 2012 we will 
carry out more turtle, shark and sustainable fishery projects.

Visit: www.pretoma.org 
FOR MORE INFORMATION

Get involved!

Personal contributions: Erick Young, Yuri and Ilona Sobolev, Kathleen Metzler, Patricia Woollcott, Janice R. Soner, Georgina and 
“Fonzi” Domberger, Katrina C. Tordillo, María Markov, Rachel Ward, Chris Warner, Jim Vanas, Alvaro Ugalde, Enrique González, 
Humberto “The Shark” Brenes, Susana Reine, John Regnery, Patricia Arauz.
Other donations: SaveTurtles.org, Blue Shark Optics, BNY Mellon, Peab, Changemakers Award (National Geographic-Ashoka), Cari-
tas, Icads, Rainforest of the Austrians.
Collaborators:  Tiskita Lodge, Asociación de Desarrollo Integral de Corozalito, Panamerican Woods, Marviva, Undersea Hunter, Área 
Conservación Tempisque (ACT), Área Conservación Marina Isla del Coco (Acmic), Centro de Investigaciones del Mar y Limnología 
(Cimar), Asociación de pescadores Coyoteños (Aspecoy), Asociación de pescadores de Bejuco (Asobejuco).

Due to the growing support of the civil society, including not only individual citizens but also corporations, Pretoma 
has created different ways for those interested to get directly involved in the struggle to protect and defend our 
precious marine resources.

Corporate Memberships:
Currently, many national corporations have social responsibility programs, some of which have contributed to this end with Pretoma in 
the development of our various marine conservation projects.  Some companies have chosen to donate a percentage of their profits to 
Pretoma, like Cream Beans, Kaz Juice Bar, and CR Surf Travel.  Others have donated funds and research equipment, such as Nueces 
Industriales, Costa Rica Sun Tours and Backcountry.  Others promote us widely in their own projects like Madre Selva, or they donate 
professional services, like Triptico.  Everybody can contribute.  If your company wishes to join these efforts, don’t hesitate to contact us 
so we can design a plan that best fits your business: membresias@pretoma.org



Conservación Internacional, Costa Rica

The Nature Conservancy, Costa Rica

Shark Project, Alemania

Resources Legacy Fund, EEUU

Whitley Fund for Nature, Reino Unido

Turtle Island Restoration Network, EEUU

The Supreme Master Ching Hai International Association, EEUU

Gottemburg Award, Suecia

Goldman Award, EEUU

GDS Legacy Fund, EEUU

BBC Wildlife Fund, Reino Unido

Reister Foundation, EEUU

Joint Institute of Marine Science (UH-NOAA), EEUU

 

CONSERVACIÓN
INTERNACIONAL

“Be an activist”
“Take Action Now!

Express  to 

President 

Laura Chinchilla 

that she must 
ban the 

importation of 
shark fins

While the Executive Branch is carrying out actions to improve national 
marine conservation, such as the closure of the private docks to the 
landing of foreign shark finning fleets and the expansion of protected 
waters surrounding Cocos Island, the Costa Rican Fisheries Institute 
(Incopesca), continues to favor shark finning, now by promoting the 
importation of shark fins from Nicaragua.

Laura Chinchilla
President of Costa Rica.
FAX: (506) 2253-9678

Honorable President Chinchilla,
I hereby respectfully request that you intervene for Costa Rica to immedi-
ately ban the importation of shark fins and other products.  Our nation has 
the legal and technical resources to uphold its environmental legislation at 
any International Court.  Likewise, I request that Costa Rica include ham-
merhead sharks in Appendix III of CITES as soon as possible, a condition 
that would equip our nation with better tools to direct regional processes for 
the conservation and sustainable use of fishery resources.  Sincerely,

Name:...................................................Country:................................................
Contacto (email, FAX, tel).....................................................................
PS. Don’t forget to copy info@pretoma.org or FAX (506) 2236-6017

“Cut out the following letter and send to President Laura Chinchilla by FAX”

About Pretoma: 

PRETOMA is a Costa Rican Civil Association (#3-002-
212657), registered in 1997 and declared of public interest 
by the State (Decree 34150-J, La Gaceta #6, January 9 of 
2008).  Our mission is to protect and restore sea turtles, 
sharks, and other endangered marine species, by advan-
cing a vision of sustainable fishing practices and comunity 
based conservation through policy reform, public educa-
tion, scientific research, grassroots activism, and strategic 
litigation.

PRETOMA TEAM

Randall Arauz, Isabel Naranjo, Jorge Ballestero, 
Jeffery Madrigal, Miguel Gómez, Andy Bystrom, 
Alexia Garro, Sandra Viejobueno, Lotti Adams, Erick 
López, Amado Quirós, Allan Bolaños.

Address:  De la esquina sureste del Cementerio de Tibás, 
100 metros Sur, 100 metros Oeste.  Casa Esquinera.
Teléfono:  (506) 2241-5227 / FAX (506) 2236-6017 
E. mail:info@pretoma.org / www.pretoma.org
Apartado 1203-1100 / Tibás. San José, Costa Rica

THANKS  TO  OUR  
SPONSORS:


